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BY  JOHN  UPFbtD, 
iMinisler  of  the  Gospel  ut  ClintOD. 
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fHave  no  feitvbship  with  the  m* 
rrwif/ig  works  of  darkness,  b%t  rather 
^eprove  them,  ^P  a  u  l  .  ^  i  • 

Earnestlif  ephtend    ror  the   Fai^^ 
\ce  delivered  lolthe  Saints.— J  VD^*: 
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INTRODUCTlOiie. 


TIIEdesign  of  tbif?  work  if  to 
furnish  the   public  with   a   r^guUtr 

Uystem  of  Gospel  doctrine  on  a  vf>- 
ry  small  scale ;  and  at  very  little 
expense.     I   hnvc   long  since    been 

|coiivinced  of  the  propriety  of  such 
a  publiciition,  Jcnowing  that  in  eve- 
ry place,  there  are  some  who  hate 
the  truth,  who  do  every  thing  in 
their  power  to  make  it  appear   ri- 

[iliculoiis.  Therefore,  in  order  to 
counteract     the    machinations    of 

[GckI's  enemies,  I  have  written  thifi 
little  bi>ok,  humbly  hoping  that  it 

[may  prove  a  real  bleRsing  where- 
jver  God  in   his  providence  may 

[send  it. 

It  is  to  be  lamented  that  fifew 
[ancient   writers  called    CalvinisfW 
were  so  unskilful  in  the  doctrine  of 
^the  Gospel  as  to  vindicate  an  immu- 
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table  decree  of  reprobation,  tvjicrebyi 
they  have    given   the    enemies  of 
truth  an  opportunity  to  take  advan- 
tage of  those  whv.  preach   the  Gos- 
pel in  its  Apostolic  purity,   by  rep- 
resenting them  as   preaching   this 
sophistry.      For  my   part   I    have 
preached  the   doctrine    of  uncondi-j 
tional  Election  for  more  than  twen- 
ty  years;   in   which    time   1   havej 
boldly  opposed  the  idea  of  a  decree) 
of  re  probation  r     I  thertfi^re  bebeechj 
such  as  are  wont   to   repres^pt  alii 
those  who   preach  the    doctrine  of 
unconditional  election,   as    preach-| 
ing  the  doctrine    of    Fatalism,   to 
spare  me  in   this   particular,   as    II 
positively  declare  it  as   my  belief,! 
that  an  immutable  decree  of  repru-| 
bation«  never  existed  in  the  eternalj 
plan,   as  the  eternal  God    eternally 
knew   that  our  first  parents   would^ 
freely,  voluntarily  and  wickedly  re- 
bel against  their  Creator ;  and  thatj 


fulrpi^iiom^ 


14;  vKcn^ld  be  f4ta>  to  (alien,  create  res, 
to  bjB  l^ft  to  the  freed/im,  of  their 
pwn  xviU^i,  without  nege»er;4tion  ;a| 
tjl^ey  wmilcl  cboosie  the  road  to 
eteraal  deaUu  w^here  tlieii:  owm  &JtH» 
jiraftld  5.iuk  thei»  in  remediless. wot; 
The  ghifii^us  ^iiisi>el  o(  Chrrstoii 
which  1  have  i>aiiiculai:ly  expaiiu? 
ted  in  the  ^b^eqiient  p^&es,  hcid  itg 
origin  in  tlie  eterunl  purpofc^  <^f 
Ciod,  ^d  wa«  3fcttied  hi  Cuuncil 
in  eternity  hy  Hd»^in«!  compact  be- 
tweep  th^.siicred  three,  FATHEHt 
Son,  ^pd  Hpx,Y,-GiiusT-  ('unse- 
quently,  Christ  ha^ipade  an  iufi- 
i^ite  Htcmeameat  for  s^n,  by  hi$:  saf- 
ifering^  and  di^4th  whereUv  at*  hoa- 
ornble  way  is  opened  for  the  exer* 
cise  of  mercy  to  the  guilty  perish- 
ing children  of  men.  lieace  vast 
multitudes  of  sinful  creatures  bi*ve 
been  called  from  the  confines  of 
hell,  into  the  liberty  of  the  Gospel, 
some  of  which  are    humbly  hoping 
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for  heaven  tlirougli   the  merits  of 
Christ;  while  unnumbered  millions 
are  in  perfect  felicity  in  the   haven 
of   eternal    rest,  where    Jesus   i^. 
And  notwithstanding  all  that  sove- 
reign mercy  has  done,  it  is  generri- 
ly  believed   there  will   be   a   much 
greater  display  of  Grace  before  the 
end  of  the  world,  which    seems  to 
be  intimated  in  many  passage^s  of 
Scripture,  more  especially  in  Matt, 
xxiv,  U.     The  Gospel  of  the  king- 
dom shall  be  preached   in   all    the 
world,  for  a  witness  unto  all  nations ; 
end  then  shall  the  end   come.     Let 
ns   pray.     *'Tby   kingdom  come, 
thy  will  be  done  in  earth,   as  it  is 
in  heaven/'—AMliN^ 


ITHE  CHRISTIAN'S  POCKET 

COMPANION,  f^e. 

CHAPTER  r. 

N  HUMAN  DEPRAVITY. 

That  man  is  in  tome  meas- 
•©  a  depraved  creature,  id  ao* 
lowledged  by  all;  yet  noQ« 
it  real  christiuni  will  confess* 
lat  they  are  <«  a  I  toother  as 
unclean  thing/*  The  real 
ith  is,  that  man  bf  his  re- 
illion  against  God,  has  pro- 
jred  his  own  ruin, and  is  sunk; 
1^  in  sin,  that  he  will  sink 
rimedilesi  woe  if  the  elect* 
love  of  God  does  not  pre-  \ 
It  him«     JSuch  was  the  de^ 
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S  On  ffuman 

that  every  jmagination  oftli^i 
thoughts  of  hiB  liiart  was  cri 
rtniiifinally.  Gen.  vi,  i.  Sine 
the  Aom),  man  has  peMWse 
the  same  wicked  disposition. 
Hence  the  wise  man  says  :  Th 
heart  of  the  sons  of  meti  is  fa' 
of  evil,  Eccl.  ix,  S.  Chri 
ha^  represented  the  himfia 
heaT-t  as  a  common  sink  of  si 
snyins  :  Out  of  the  heart  pf 
e^Vd  evil  tho?rgh«s,  murder 
»d!i!lerles,  fornication!*,  theft 
fnU  ^witness,  hla^phemies,  M 
♦hew.  XV,  19.  Atid  the  Apost 
PanI  has  been  more  eKplieitij 
mvvittJ5  that  the  wnrks  of  the  fie 
(thehi^arf)  are  manrfe^tv  wht 
^re  tliese,  uduUery.  foruieafio 
^\tne^eanrtess,  lasetviaitsness^  W 


,» 


^JitiMB^   bwatit's.    entyvnjtj, 
,iuii'(ters,    drunkenness,  it voU 
Ungg,   and  »<ieb   like.    From 
Ihege   prentises  we  ntay  i»lVr, 
l^t  if  (he huMiiin  hfait  be suoh 
,4  w  at  of  iniquity,  tb»  niitiirta 
Ui  sequenpe  U,    that  ewry  fao* 
ulty  of  lb©  soul  is  4!OiTttp4ad 
by  the  fall.    Henw  U  is,  tbat 
|Ss»tan  b«»  sueb  an  fta«'nda»py    ^ 
0\ep    the  biimaii  family,  th^t  .- ' 
iUvv  oaiurally,  are  his  willing 
^lavi-s*   Some  are  starving  liim 
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i^Much  is  said  iw  ite  iv^nW  abowt 
the  freedom  of  the  will.  I  ac- 
kmnvledi^e  that  tke  m\l  \^  free  in 
tbe.i#4VH*e  of  SmoMb*  ^f^d  ^^^^  *** 
■pOi)*  r^nidin  so,  unkas  G*>d  tV^e  Hof 
lj*(*li4)st,  rfg«nerat€^  iQur  hea^ttl 
ami  then  our  wills  will  l>e  fr^c  il 
^u^  »^^^r\na  i»f  r;nH-    To  thia  agrees 
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iinaiorallj  ;  tome  are  serving  i 
JBim  in  oarDal  pleasures  |  but! 
by  far  the  greater  part,  are! 
grring  him  religiously.    Tm 
Heathen  are  reitgioasly  bow- 
ing to  their  damb  Idols;  the 
followeriij  of  Mahomet  are  re- 
ligiously devoted  to  his  delu- 
esons ;  and  mere  nominal  pro- 
fessors of  the  Christian  reli, 
gion,  are  religiously  devoted 
to  the  serrioe  of  their  old  mas- 
Jer ;  by  opiwsiRg  the   Gospel ; 
by  perseeoling  Christ  in  his 
nieinbers;  and  by  supporting 

«he  trords  of  the  Psalmist  in  rep. 
ressnting  tbs  Divine  Father  as  say- 
ing to  the  Son :  Thv  people  abdjl 
Je  willing  in  the  day  of  thy  power. 
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»  religion  vbieh  hat  no  foimda- 
ticn  iu  truth. 

<«  How  sad  our  itete  by  nttwr*  19 1 
"  Our  iin,  how  deep  it  suin» ! 

"  And  sawn  binds  owr  capUTe  iniods 
♦*  Fast  in  bi»  s'avwh  chain*." 

If  any  «bouW  inquire  wliy  U 
is  necessary  to  exhibit  such  a 
picture  of  huwan  depravity  in 
a  summary  of  the  Gospel ;  my 
answer  is,  it  magnifies  the  rieh» 
free  and  scvoreign  grace  of  God 
in  his  electing  love  to  his  peo* 
pJc.    Foip  unless  we  have  some 
discovei^  of  the  depth  of  iai- 
qvUy  in  the  human  heart*  we 
ean  have  but  very  little  knowU 
edge  of  the  depth  of  God's  mer> 
ey  in  the  eternal  purpose  of  hi* 
grace  and  m  the  work  of  re- 
demptioc.  Surely  it  was  a  real- 


12     Oi  httinan  itprnviuj. 
islag  BW«e  t»f  iht  ffhhlncsfi  of 

OMt,  Woe   i^itte   forlam  Hn. 
«one.    It  mnde  Job  ahhur  him- 

sel.,.  ,t,„H<fef»a„|fi.elwjete.h. 
ert  ;  It  J.roiMjIvt  Mary   HajSJla- 

HMfle  tife  Phlf,|^^,a„  Jailer  ask, 
P^PJe   that   they  are   mtt  of 

guitty  oreatoi-es  as  (hey  are. 

"  ^"*  J  *♦»  viJe,  ertne,*ired  in  sm. 
^    A od  born  unholy  »„du«rl.an; 


J 
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CHAPTER  II. 

riNATION. 


ON 


The  vord  predestitttttion  in 
our  language  signifies  an  unal- 
terable decree.    In  the  serip- 
tores,  it  signifies  an  unaltera- 
ble decree  of  gra<ie.    Agreea- 
ble to  this  are  the  words  of 
Bishop  Davenant  in  his  book 
entitled  liove  to  mankind,  page 
^.     Predestination   is  an  eter- 
nal decree  or  purpose  of  God, 
eausing  effectual  grace  in  all 
those  whom   he  hath   chosen. 
Asa  proof  that  predestination 
is    an    unalterable    decree   of 
grace,  (and  ii^t  of  reprobation 
as  some  suppose  ;)  I  will  trans- 
cri()e  every  place  in  the  Bible 

A  7 


^*       On  PredeiftinatioH, 

^»  nienHoned.     The   first    iJ 

he  did  torekiiow,*  tbem  »«  .I- 

formed  to  the  image  of  hi.  Son, 
»!»»» »•«  ...ighf  be  the  first.bon, 

«Me,  them  h„  aUo  caffed*  »„d 

The  next  is  Ephes.  J,  I    Ifar. 
'?'S  P»'edestina(ed  us  unto  tHe 

ths  place  ,8  lefta  little  vague,  but  i" 

S  '^K^rr'  '"  *'''  beginning  of 
the  tenth  Chapter;  where  it  ,8  said 
GW  hath  not  oast  away  bi«  people 
*h,ch  he  forekn,.w :  Con«eqnen  ly 


On  Predettinoiiion^      1^ 

idoption  of  chil^tpen  by  Jesixi} 
Christ  to  himself,  aocoprtlng  (6 
the  good  pleasure  of  hia  will^ 
I1ie  la^t  U,  Epbes.  it  11.  Be- 
ing predestinated   aeeoiding  to 
[the  purpose  of  him  uho  work* 
cth  all  things  after  the  Tounsel 
|of  his  own  uill.      Thfrre  aro* 
many  other  passag^^n  of  serip- 
Iture  in  whieh   the  doi^trine  of 
Ipredestinution  is  evidently  eon-j 
tained,  although  the  word  is  nof 
partii'iilarly  mentioned.    How#- 
ever  for  itie  sH"ke  rtf  brevity.  % 
win  only  mention  one ;  and  that 
is  Aels,  xiii,4?^      As  mariy  a« 
were  ordained  to  eternal  lifftf 
bt  Ueved.     Agreeable  to  thisii 
the  seventeenth  Article  of  the 
Chnreh  of  Kngland«  from  whieh 
I  make  jthe  following  extra^l^ 


the  eirerlasring  purpose  of  Godj 
whereby  he  halh  decreed  by  hi 

Counsel,  to  deliver  from  cur  J 
and  damoalion,  those  whom  L 
hath  chosen.*    I  suppose  itiil 
«i»»08t  universally  bclievcdlhad 

this  aS.^"'*  '^•'eeneraf  d  f„,„| 

1  hey  affirm  i»  false  aiid  out  <rf 
fashion,  ^ 

blo!d?^'  ''"''^  "  ^'^^  ^^^ 
;;€ranmer'a„d  Ridly,  Latimo,^, 
I. ;oper&  Bradford.  &  many  moV^ 

1  he  Martyrs  bouor  thus  should 
sink. 


i«d  eternally  knew  who  wouJil 
je  3avetlf  »Uhoiigh  vwt  multir 
Ivdes  dftny  the  doctrine  of  ppe- 
S^^tUiMion-  But  hoMT  tte  Air 
nighty  could  foreknoiv  wlu> 
i^u!d  l)c  saved,  unless  the  doe? 
tiine  of  predestination  be  true, 
I  aoi  at  a  loss  to  eomprehenii. 
Fftr  ipy  part  I  do  ijiost  sincere- 
ly 1)e)ieve  that  God  eternally 
knew  who  would  be  sayed,^  and 
<lie  reason  why  I  believe  it  iS| 
because  I  do  firmly  believe  that 
the  doctrine  of  predeatinalion 
is  true.  Hence  God  wjll  bring 
to  pass  his  grand  original  ^i^. 
sign  of  mercy. 

It  is  exceeding  evident  fro 
the  Scripttires  of  truth,  that 
God  has  an  eternal  purpose  of 
grace  which  was  settled  incouii- 
ell  bv  a  diviric  compact  bctweeji 

S^o  aaiBrMl  t|ir«««  FaUief^  S», 


"1»      ^n  Predestination, 

rtjB  Aln„g|,t;r  cannot  reoe,h 
iruhout  c«a.,ag  to  be  the  ete^l 

«he»P  names  wHiten  in  tU 
I^«ib*»  book  of  life,  rnni 
2^«|l,  Cbri.,  wbf  h„.*;':j^ 
f  ^  in  the  great  work  of  re- 
^e.np»fon,  knows  ibem  ih^t 
«•«  hin;  whose  Ibes  be  ha, 

•aid  to  the  sainrs  at  Thessala- 
»«a:  "God  hath  from  ^i^  ,1? 
^oing  chosen  ^ou  uqto  saWa- 

"Hail »  sovereign  love  that  fim  b^. 

^^Tk-.*  --=-«^  i.,.^  ^«^«^« nail/ rare. 

^h«t  gavf  my  »ul  a  bidiag^|»ce.** 


/ 


CHAPTER  Iff. 
\S  DIVINE  soVERETGSr- 

TY.* 

^HB  doctrine  of  divine  goT«« 
•eigiUy,  i«in84^parably  eonneet^i^; 
^d  with  the  dcK^trioe  of predeetK 
isitiaiif  whioh  is  the  fundaaieDtal 
loetrine  of  the  gospel.  In  th»i 
ieWof  the  suhjeet  the  seripturei 
*epreieiit  the  eternal  Jehovah  ai^ 


,WiK»- 


*Th6  tubfttance  of  this  Chapter 
rat  contained  in  a  Circular  fetter 
idopted  by  the  Clinton  Baptist  coa^^ 
|ferenre«  at  their  annual  meeting, 
[last  year,  as  may  be  seen  in  t&ei| 
Minutes.  The  Rev.  Mr«  B.  has  ex-- 
amined  it  with  a  scruwiiixing  eye,  & 
says.  That  it  contains  the  doctrine 
of  reprobation.     However,  as  he  ta 

vrill  venture  it  again :    iuUy  believ^ 
that  be  ;§  incorrect. 


^ 
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an  independent  Sovereien,  trhi 
brings  to  pass  hh  own  elepnt' 
purposo.  Hark  I  and  hear  bii 
absolute  soircpeign  lanauaffe, 
•peaking  through  his  reveali 
word.  *.  I  arn  the  AJmight3 
-GiMl-Mjr  Counsel  shall  sTaoJ 

«' and  I  wiil  do  all  my  pleasure. 

.*  {'^'!f,*'»^«n»erej  on  whomi 

« 1  will   have  mercy.    I   win 

« plaoe  salvation  in  Zion  fop 

"Israel  my  glory.    I  will  put 

**  my    spirit  within    you,  and 

"  """se  you  to  walk  in  my  stat. 

"  Wes }  and  ye  shall  he  my  peo. 

^<  pie,  and  f  will  be  your  God."| 

«  we   can  believe   this  sovew 

rfe'go  language  of    our  God^ 

f  ?^»»  ^•si'y   believe  the  doe- 

trhre^of  etei-nafl  and  imeomliw 

-  -=  ,  ^  ^^--„jj  ^^  -^    aialifis  on 
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riis  is  peplecfly  agreeaUte  Of 
lie  inspired  valume  ;  especial- 
,  ill  PsAurs  epistle  to  the  £plie^' 
iiitm«  viz:  \i!Corflinga»liebatli 
Ihbsjen  uj4  in  liiin  before  (Ji<J 
[oiindation  of  (be  worbU  tbaf 

0  should  be  holy,  and  Mitbout 
^laijie  before  bim  in  love  ;  baV- 
In^  predestinated  lis  iinto  tbi 
Kioptioti  of  ehiMrent  by  JfesiiK 
ihrist  to  himself;  aGcordin|^ 
!o  the  ^ood  pleasure  of  bis  virillf 

\}h.  i.  4,  6.  Again.— Being 
^ir^delitlnatrd  aeeoiding  to  tho 
Ipnrposo  of  Him  who  worket1| 
laH  things  after  the  eounsel  oT 
bis  own  uill,  Epii.  i,  11.  SiioN 
is  the  awful  depraved  state  of 
niantiind,  that  tbey  are  rtatural- 
It  opposed  io  (bis  doetrin6| 
Some  to  evade  it.  say  (hat  tbl 
reasoti  %Igr  Gbd  ba&  ohoAefi  ft- 


'$ik 
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^y  of  Mt  ereatur«a  unto  talv  J 
non  18  in  oonrequenco  of  som  J 
good  foreaeen  in  them.  Thej^ 
Voiildacoepf,&o.&«.  Butthi, 
jotion  of  dectioo  sapg  the  fom-i 
Ration  of  the  Christian.  hopJJ 
*•  It  wppows  that  salvation  iJ 

Which  i«  repugnant  to  the  word ' 

?iL  *?*•  .'  ''^  "  therefore  ealt 
«»  aitention *.'•:,,  reaaer.oneo 
«»0Pe  to  the  sacred  volume, 
wbichj,  exaeti>  to  my  purpose, 
llV.^'^'i  Jhe  childiift^,  (Esaa 

jelther  having  done  any  good 

weordin^    to    eleetibn   might 
•i!?ir!.*'*.''«rks».utoffim 

1-M  l^'^^x^'^P'^^^^'on  on  tfad 
•ahject.  It  fc  said :  So  then  it  is 


^f>m^miim-W"'  '  w."w-wy-'»»!it  i 


Sovtri 


%B 


not  of  Iiiin  ihut  wille <ti«  nor  of 
Ihim  tiiat  ruonrthf  but  of  God 
that  sheweth  merrft  Rom.  itp 
id*  A^iOf  who  hath  raved 
UB9  and  called  ub  with  ao  holj 
calliogy  not  aeeordinji^  to  our 
works,  but  aeeording  to  his  own 
purpose  and  ^ace^  which  was 
given  US  in  Christ  J^su8%  beforo 
the  world  began.  But  notwith-^ 
standing  this  doctrine  stands  so 
conspicuous  in  the  script  urea 
of  truth;  yet  the  enemies  of 
Christ  have  raised  a  dreadful 
clamor  against  it ;  I  shall  there* 
fore  notice  a  few  of  their  objec* 
tions.  One  is«  it  makes  God 
the  author  of  sin.  Another  is^ 
it  makes  men  roero  machines : 

Creator  a  partial  being  to  itia 
ereatiref.    A«  to  k«  eaakiii|f 


n 


■  i        ' 
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Crod  the  author  «f  «;„  .,„«. 
possible  for  iL«  eternal  ^od  f 
ti-ary  toJ,wHi>J.y  ttatitrefljr 

S!"^„{  P«'*^«i^  Mnite   with 
Wr.  Walker,  iq  saying,  *«  that 

«bpJhinasfat«af/a<aTS 

mres  J  positively  denv      i*  i. 
true    tbnl  the  etWj.i./^^ 
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jis  cliiWren,  on  whom  lie  be- 
fstows  lire  jsfecial  Wessiogs  of 
his  grace ;  and  td  wliom  he  has 
givon  great  and  ppecious  pro^ 
iitiaes  J  but  this  i»  nothing  nior« 
than  is  cv>mm6n  among  men. 
iRithout  their  b^ing  obnoxious 
(0  the  charge  of  pHitlality. 

Thfe  doi'irim;  of  divine  sove- 
rt^ignty  although  opposed  by 
earth  and  hell  i  is  that   which 
is  coniforling  and    supporting 
to   the    people    of  Go  J.     For 
vhile  passing    through   afflte* 
tirtus  they  ean  s»»y    wi«h  Paul  i 
we  know  ihat  all  things  work 
together  for  giwd  to  Jhet:?  t!»:»t 
hfve  God,  to'them  who  are  the 
<  ailed  according  to  his  purpoactit 
Roiu.  viii,  28. 


with   God»r!^#      ^.  *»"«stent 
nai  God  in  all  hi       V'^  **^' 
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;orld  began.  If  S9»  tben  the 
itonement  muftt  have  been  duly 
(onsiclered  and  tletermined  op 
ly  a  divine  compacts  as  a  spe* 
lial  savin«;  benefit  to  the  elect 
^opie  of  God«  This  grand 
iesign  of  Jehovah^  vras  made 
lanifefit  by  the  spirit  of  proph«^ 
►cy  some  hundred  years  before 
jittook  place.  Therefore  the 
Prophet  Isaiah  in  personating^ 
Ithe  chosen  people  of  GoiU  said : 
He  (Christ)  was  wounded  for 
our  transgressions^  he  was 
bruised  for  ouriniquities9~-and 
the  L6rd  hath  laid  upon  hiui 
|the  iniquities  of  us  alK  Isa,  liii^ 
5*  6.  To  this  agrees  the  woiiAs 
of  the  Apostle  Peter,  when  ad- 
I  dressing  the  elect.  Who 
(Christ)  his  ownself  bare  our 

SIQ§  in  QIS  VYfu  U^Haj  vti  iljv  lii'^ni^f 


.^r 


^  ™.^^^^^^^^^^ 
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i  Peter  ii^  2k  The  ApostliBody 
Paui  exhorted  the  ehlt^rs  a|i)aF99 
Epliesus  to  foed  the  CiMircjl^hiii^l 
of  God,  whieh  he  ha^h  [)Uie!ia»ti*aet 
ed  With  his  own  blood,  AetsI  L 
%X9  28«  And  to  the  Ephesialtjiliiij 
Church  he  suid  ;  Husbands  loylhe  tio 
your  wives  even  as  Christ  ahfli^  Xo 
liatb  loved  the  Church,  anfl«<  wo 
gave  himself  for  it,  Eph.  v,  2Sl«*  he: 
To  this  I  shall  add  the  wordfl^^  ^ii 
©f  Christ.  I  lay  down  my  li 
for  th0  sheep,  John,  x,  15. 

Mr.  Sellori  and  other  ArmeJ 
Dian  writers  have  said  a  greal 
deal  in  favor  of  general  atone- 
ijoent,  l)y  explaining  those  seripJ^^  »ii 
fural  expressions,  all^all  menJ  I] 
nil  the  worM,  kc.  in  an  uniimJ  to  b 
ited  sense,  which  was  never  dqJ  the 
signed  toeomprehemljhe  wholelTin 
hniMSin  faniiljt    T)r,  Gill  in  hi  J  ^'  a] 


^ 


toody  ofDiifiaityhfts  sctthow 

Rihiob  I  m^ke  the  foUowiPg  •»' 

ii-acts.  - 

I.  Bebold  I  bring  you  goo* 
tiaiugs  of  great  joy  wUicb  aliaU 
iie  to  all  people,  liwke,  iij  10. 
U  Not  to  all  tU«5  people  of  Ui« 
«  worW»  m^ny  of  wUom  never 
U  heard  of  it.  Kop  to  all  who 
♦♦  ^Id heav  of  it :  ""or  Hefod 
«  was.  troubled  at  the  newi,and 
«  ^11  Jerusalem  with  him.  Bot 
«  it  is  good  news  to  all  the  peoe 
|«*ple,of  Christ  J  for  he  shall 
|«  save  his  people  from  their 
*i  sirfs,"  Matt.  I,  21. 

IL  Who  will  have  all  men 
to  be  saved,  and  to  eomo  unto 
the  knowledge  of  tho  truth,  1 
Tim.  ii,  4.  "  It  is  certain  that 
ti  all  vtUo  are  savedi  it  is  the 
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^<  will  of  God  they  should  bJ 
^«  §Hved  ;  for  who  hath  resisted 
^  his  will  ?  It  lis  easy  thereforel 
<<  to  understand  bT  ail,  some  o1 
« ali  sorts,  as  the  irord  aU\ 
**  must  be  understood  in  man; 
'*  plaeeiiy  particularly  in  Gen, 
•<  Tii.  1%.  Tbotigh  it  is  best  o! 
«<  all,  to  understand  this  of  the| 
«« Gentiles. " 

IIL  And  fae  Is  the  propitia- 
tion for  our  sins  ;  and  not  for 
ours  only,  but  also  for  the  sinaj 
oftho  whole  worlds  John/tiJ 
SL  **Now  let  it  be  observed^ 
«<^that  those  phrases^  all  thp 
•<  world,  the  whole  world,  «ceJ 
^<  are  often  hi  Scripture  to  b<i| 
**  taken  in,  a  limited  sense  ;  as 
^<  in  Luke,  ii,  1,  that  all  thel 
*«  world  should  be  taxed/  And| 
^<  iuJSomans,  i,  Sy  vl  thank  my 
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UOod  through  Jesus  Christ* 

U  for  yoQ  ailt  that  your  faith 

U is  spoken   of  throughout  the 

U  whole  world/     Alio  io  CoL 

U^h  ^f  Whieh  (the  gospel)   li 

^^eome  unto  you  at  it  js  in  alt 

kthe    world;     and     bringeth 

\i^  forth  fruit.  John  was  a  Jeir« 

pand   wrote  to  Jesus*  and  in 

|<<  the  text  speaks  of  thenif  and 

of  the  Gentiiesy  as  to  be  dis« 

tinguished;  and  therefore  says 

^^  of  Christ*  he  is  the  propiliaT^^ 

^<  tioa  for  our  sins,  and  not  for 

|^<  ours  only*  (not  for  the   sins 

^<  of  Jesus  only)  but  for  th» 

*^  sins  of  the  whole  world,  (but 

><  for  the  sins   of  the  elect  is 

*'  the  whole  Gentile  world.) 

^*  Nothing  is  more  eoniuiou 
(^in  Jewish  writings,  than  to 
^'  oall  the  Gentiles  the  worlds 
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^  the  whole  world,  and  <hc  na* 
*•  tioDs  of  the  world ;  at  th*y 
f'  are  h^^  the  Apostle  Paul  in 
^<  clistinetion  from  the  Jc*W8, 
*•  vi% :  Now  if  the  fall  of  (hem 
«  (the  J^ws)  be  the  riches  o 
«<  the  world  ;  and  the  diminish- 
^  ing  of  them  the  riehes  of  the 
<<  Gentiles ;  how  much  more 
«•  their  fulness,  Rom.  xi,  12. 
"  Again  ;  For  if  the  easting 
•«  away  of  them  (the  Jews)  he 
<•  the  reconeiling  of  the  world 
««  (the  GentileSt)  what  shall  the 
«*  reeeiving  of  them  be,  but  life 
•<  from  the  dead,'^  Rom.  xi,  15» 
IV.  For  God  so  loved  the  world 
that  be  gave  his  only  begot- 
ten Son,  that  whosoever  believ- 
eth  in  him,  should  hot  perish  but 

16.    "But  ail  the  iadiVidiials 
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•*  in  the  world  are  not  so  lored 
•<  by  God  in  such  a  manner^ 
<•  Mnee  nianj  will  go  to  ever-* 
*<  lasting  punidbment :  But  by 
«<1be  world,  is  ineant  tbe  Gen« 
w  tiles ;  whosocrer  believes,  be 
•<  be  of  what  nation  soever^ 
«>  dhall  be  savedf  witb  an  ever^ 
<^  lasting  salvation '' 

V.  That  be  (Christ)  by  the 
graee  of  God,  shojild  taste 
death  for  every  man,  Ileb.  iif 
9.  «<  Bat  the  word  man  is  not 
<>  in  tbe  original  text^  it  is  on* 
^  ly  for  ev^ry  one,  and  is  to  be 
<^  intcrpretedji  and  supplied,  by 
**  the  context,  for  every  one  of 
« the  sons  Christ  brings  to  glo- 
<*  ry,  for  every  one  of  the  breth- 
^*  ren  whom  he  sanctifies,  nnd 


t'j 


Ui.    liii^  ilit'iii* 


cttrty     tiij^ 

<<bers   of  bis   Church.     Be- 


.  ^a      ..^h^^ . 
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^^  sides,  the  words  may  he  reacT, 
^^  that  he  should  taste  of  ever 
"  deaths  of  every  kind  of  deal  h|] 
♦•  whieh  is  proper  he  shoiihl, 
•♦  in  bringing*  many  sons  to  glo 
^«  ry.''  gee  J>r.  GilPs  Body  o 
Divinity,  page  S27.^  liavin 
rxtraeted  some  important  com 
in«^nts  from  Dr.  Gill's  works, 
I  shall  now  proeeed  to  answe 
a  few  of  Mr.  Sellon's  ohjeetions 
to  the  dof*trine  of  particular 
atoi^^ment  in  his  Book,  called 
Arguments  against  the  doctrine 
of  General  Hedemplion  consid- 
ered.    Pas2je  97n  he   says  there 

*In  transcnbiDg  Dr.Giirs  expo. 
&ition  on  those  important  passagts 
of  scripture,  I  have  added  a  few 
words  to  make  it  more  expUcit, 
without  altering  the  meaiuug  ui  a 
fiinghe  sentence. 
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Is  not  a  single  lext  of  seriptiiri^ 
lo  prove  that  Ciirist  tiie<l  fof 
llie  eleet  only.  To  Oih  I  reply 
ihat  1  feel  under  no  olilif^atioii 
to  prove  a  negative.  Page  .10, 
he^ii{irge9l9  that  if  Christ  died 
for  Ihe  eleet  only,  he  perforni- 
cd  a  soliemn  nothing  $  for  ihey 
ivere  sure  of  heaven  iirheiher 
(!hrist  had  died  or  no.  Paj^e 
47,  he  eonf  radietii  this  strange 
divinity  hy  suggesting  that 
t'hrist  wa^  apiminted  unto 
death  in  eternitv,  and  that  the 
means  of  restoration  was  then 
unalterably  fixed.  Page  3*,  he 
declares  that  Christ  died  th<i 
Just  for  the  unjust^  indefinitely 
without  limitation  or  restrie- 
tion.  Surely  whan  he  niade 
this  bold  deelaration*  he  far- 
got  that  he  quoted  a  f<»w  words 

B  2       #^ 


sm 
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vbich  \fere  addressed  to  the 
elect  only  ;  M'liieh  more  full; 
reads  thus*  viz.  For  Christ  al- 
80  hath  Buifered  for  siuy  the  just 
for  the  unjustf  that  he  migh 
bring  us  (the  elect)  to  God.  II 
teter,  iii,  18. 

Without  following  this  crook -I 
ed  gentleman  any  further^  I 
must  take  the  liberty  to  saj 
that  bold  declamations^  and 
false  applications  of  scripture, 
ivhich  is  too  common  in  hif 
^writings^  may  deceive  the  ere* 
dulous,  but  it  never  can  alter 
the  plain  truth  of  God's  wordf 
for  the  foundation  of  God 
itandeth  sure,  and  haling  thi9 
seal  the  Lord  knoweth  them 
that  are  his*  2  Tim.  ii^  9.- 
And  furthermoret  I  am  ner« 
fieotly  latisfied  that  Christ^  by 
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Ilis  siiirijriflgs  find  denfh,  has 
mnde  an  infinite  afonemrnt  foi- 
sin,  ami  iliat  it  will  acioin- 
l»lish  tliat  fop  whicl!  it  was  in- 
lenucd,  and  no  more.  Tlierc- 
fore,  for  Mr.  Sellon  to  say,  that 
Christ  died  for  ail  mankind 
indiscriminately,  and  yol  a 
part  will  qot  accept  of  hU 
grace,  is  very  Imd  divinity,  as 
it  suggests  that  inan*s  future 
slate  wholly  depends  on  the 
will  of  fallen  creatures.  Thi« 
doctrine  I  esteem  as  downi ight 
fatalism,  as  none  will  accept 
of  God's grat'c,  but  those  Mho 
are  regeneralf'd. 

Finally,  with  respect  to  the 
design  of  Jehovah  in  the  atone- 
nient,  let  us  take  Christ  at  hit 
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*'  Mv  soul  looks  bAck  to  set 

*'  The  burthen  thou   didst  bear  ; 

**  \V!)en  hanging  on  tlic  rumed  tree, 
**  And  hope^  her  guilt  was  thcrt,' 


? 


■ 


«^ 


bear ; 

tree, 
;her«." 


CIIAPlEll    V. 

ON  EFFECTUAL  VOC  V- 

TIOJV. 

Thr  work  of  (lie  spiilt  ef 
God's  }j;rHce,  w liert  o/  {iis  chos- 
en people  are  *< 
dai-k»ei>a       into 
liiritt 


.'»  -; 


called  out  «.f 
marvel! 


is  an  III) mediate  act 


CI' 


(jod,  uiitiout  the  agency  of 
cicatuies.  I  tlicrefoie  cuil  it 
effectual  vocal  ion. 


This  astonishing  act  of  God'» 
[special  grace,  is  (he  clfect  of 
us  electing  love  to  :.is  people, 
n  (his  view  of  (he  sulmei  it 
aid  hy  th»  Apostle  Patil  io  h  _ 
.etter  to  Tin,othy  :  Who  hali 
laved  us,  and  eallcil 


Is 


u^=    wUAi 


\0 


!j-  culii 


ng ;  not  accoi  dii^ 
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to  our  works,  but  according  t« 
his  o\in  purpoi^  and  grace^ 
vhieh  was  given  us  in  Christ 
Jesus,  biifoi^e  the  world  began, 
2  Tiui.  i,  9.  And  when  ad- 
firessing  the  Church  at  Rome, 
lie  s^id  :  Mtircover,  whom  lie 
did  predesiiiiate,  them  he  also 
6aibd|  KoRK  viii^  30.  The 
Apostle  Jutle,  in  writing  to  his 
bretliren,  addressed  them  as 
those  who  were  **  sanctified  by 
Go  J  the  Father,  preserved  in 
Jesus  Christ,  and  culled/^— 
IIer6  let  it  be  observed  that,  to 
be  si[inctifii*d  by  God  the  Fath* 
er,  is  <o  be  set  apart  by  God 
t4ie  Fatlier,  Tlius  the  Chureli 
were  set  apart  by  the  Almigtity 
in  the  economy  of  grace.  Theii* 
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knows  thtm  th»t  are  liis :  He 
tberefoK  presepves  them  vfhiln 
in  the  rude  mass  of  general 
corruption ;  and  aeoordSng  to 
*^  the  time  appointed  of  the  Fa* 
ther,*'  he  sends  down  bis  Holy' 
Spirit,  and  step»  them  in  their 
career  of  wickedness,  by  vegem 
Derating  th«ir  hearts,  and  bj 
uniting  them  to  himself ;  and 
thus  they  areefieetvally  eailed. 
This  oatl  is  preduetive  of 
very  happy  eenscquenees  iir  the 
subjects  of  h;  such  as  faith, 
and  repentance,^  love  and  era- 
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*Mr,  SelloD,  and  othtr  Armett*- 
ian  writers,  think  th^t  if  crt^turcf. 
cannot  repent  without  being  called 

to  it     bv  the  Snirit  /\f    CIm^A      ♦k.^*.  Z^ 

it  very  inconsistent  fpr  the  AUni|||* 
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iUniie  to  God,  oWdienee  (o  the 
Saviour,  heavenly  niindodBess, 
zeal,  bcnevolenec,  and  a  well 
KTounded  hope  in  a  redeemer. 
In  order  to  illustrate  this  doc- 
trine  I  shaJi  notice  a  feW  in- 
f  tanoes  of  God's  distinguishing 
grace,  in  effectual  vocation. 
I.  I'he  calling  of  Manasseh 

ty   to  command    "  all  men  every 
where  to  repent,"    To  this  I  reply 
that  if  God  had  unfitted  them  for 
this  duty,  it  would  have  been  very 
inconsistent.      But  as   they   have 
unfitted   themselves  f(.r  it,  there  is 
»io  inconsistency   in  the  command. 
1  Jere  I  must  remark,  that  it  is  mor- 
tifymg  to  human  nature,  to  be  told 
that  Christ   "  calls  sinners  to  re- 
pentance ;"  or  in  other  words,  that 
r.t    "gives    repentance   to    Israel 
and  remission  of  their  sins."  ' 
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• 

King-of  Jiulca.  TIii<  man  was 
a  zealous  idoIaCoi*.  He  caused 
his  ciiildien  <o  pass  tbiou»ii 
the  (he  ac<ordin^  to  the  cus- 
tom of  the  Heathen.  Ile^ai) 
such  a  niad  persecutor,  that  he 
persecuted  those  who  diftered 
iVom  him  in  matters  of  reli- 
.a:ion,  until  he  filled  Jerusalt  hi 
Milh  innocent  blood.  Besides, 
he  used  enchantments,  <fc  dealt 
with  familiar  spirits  and  wiz- 
ards; so  that  he  was  one  of  the 
vilest  of  men  under  the  cloak 
of  religion.  And  notwUbstand- 
ing  all  this  wickedness;  GotI 
eailed  him  by  his  grace  ;  then 
Manasseh  knew  that  the  Lord 
he  was  Uod,  2.  Cliron.  xxxiii, 

II.   The    calling    of  Mary 
Magdalene.    'I  his  woman  wai 


4i    Oa  effectual  ;■  juiHthn, 

•ui'h  a  wieked  wpeteh,  tltM  she 
iviis  a  conimoa  nuisuneo  in  S(h 
liety.  And  yet  the  eleeting 
love  of  G«d.reaohed  her  case* 
and  |lie  was  eifectuallj  called 
10  hafe  a  bunitde  plaee  at  tlto 
feet  of  Jesus,  and  to  be  one  <^f 
liis  most  fnithful  followers, 
Luke,  vii,  S7-- 48. 

111.  The  calling  of  Saul  of 
Tarsus.  Th  is  man  was  a  faith- 
ful  servant  of  the  eommon  en^ 
eniy  of  mankind,  religiously.-^ 
He  wa»a  bigoledrPharisee  evea 
to  madjiesa.  The  consequenee 
©fills  zeal  was  J  «  he  persecuted 
the  C4M»rch  of  God  and  wasted' 
it."  And  yet  God  effectually 
called  him  by  his  grace  while 
going  with  a  Commission  from 
the  Jewish  High-Piiest,  to 
j)erseoute  th«  poor  «unts  at 
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Damasmi^.  In  this  act  of  God's 
distinguishing  grace^  the  Lion 
^as  turned  into  a  Lamb,  and 
he  cried  out,  Lord !  what  wilt 
thou  have  me  to  do  ?  Shoi^tly 
after  he  was  *<  sealed  with  the 
holy  spirit  of  promise/'  and 
was  <^  forthwith  baptised/'  Af- 
ter whicTi  he  became  a  zealous 
preacher  of  the  gospel :  He 
met  with  much  opposition  in 
the  work  of  the  Ministrr,  but 
he  endui^  all  things  ror  the 
elect  sake,  and  was,  eminent- 
ly useful.*  * 

IV.  The  calling  of  vast  mul- 
titudes, on  the  men' arable  day 


Terhaps  this  may  satisfy  those 
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of  Pi»nti^ost. — Many  of  thesf? 
it  \h  l)eiievc(!,  \vm\  imlirtied 
Iheir  hftn'U  in  avSavionr's  bloocL 
An<1  yet  Che  Lord  ealJtMl  them 
l)v  his  {?i'Hee  :  Foi*  it  is  said  of  | 
them,  they  \rere  pnokecl  ia 
their  bf^arfs — they  reedvedthe 
word  efhiHy  ; — they  were  liap. 
tised,  and  -idded  to  the  Chureh  ; 
letter  which  they  continued 
^rendfastly  in  the  Apostles 
i|oc trine  and  fellowship,  and  iti 
breakin.^  of  bread  and  iiipray- 
ers^  Act«.  ii,  1 — k^%. 

That  this  eminent  act  of 
(TodVgpeeial  i^raee,  was  agree- 
ahle  to  an  unalterable  decree 
of  grace*  is  evident  from  its 
laving  been  foretold  by  the 
Prophet  Joel,  some  hundred 
}ftM^  before  it  took  plaae. 
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On  Juslijication*         Vf 

*'  Why  was  I  made  to  hear  thy  voire, 
**  And  enter  while  the re^S  room  ; 

<^  Whik  ibousandfi  make  a  wretched 
choice 
^^  And  rather  starve  than  come. 


"  Twas  the  same  love  that  spread 
the  feast, 

•That  sweetly  forcM  me  in  : 
"  Else  1  had  still  refused  to  taste, 

•'  And  perished  in  my  sin.** 


CHAPTER  VI. 

ON  justificatio:n- 


From  the  forejijoing  Chaptws 
k  h  evident  that  God  has  a 
^Jio^eii  iieonle  u^liioh  v^eP6  ^et 
upart  iu  the  grand  eooueiV 
abuve^  to  be  ©ifeetually  called 
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in  time,  and  to  live  and  reign 
with  Christ  for  evepmore.— 
Consequently,  their  jnstifica^ 
tion  must  have  been  duly  con* 
sidered  and  determined  on  in 
the  divine  eompact.  Dr.  Gill 
says  that  justification  is  an  act 
of  God's  free  grace,  and  the 
fruit  of  his  ancient  love.  S?e 
his  Body  of  Divinity,  abd.  page 
394.  In  this  view  of  the  subject 
it  is  said  by  the  Apostle  Paul : 
Whom  he  did  predestinate, 
them  he  also  called  ;  and  whom 
he  called,  them  he  also  justifi- 
ed, Rom.  viii,  s*.  Christ  in 
order  to  justify  his  people 
^<  bore  their  sins  in  his  own  body 
on  the  tree  f^  there  he  made 
full  satisfaetion  for  all  their 
%ratiigr6§§iOQS  oy  an  infinite 
fttoneueiU :  And  thus  he  be- 


id  reign 
nore.—-. 
istifica- 
ily  con- 
I  on  in 
r.  Gill 
I  an  act 
ind  the 

id.  page 
subject 
e  Paul : 
stinate, 
)  whom 
justifi- 
irist  in 
people 
vn  bodv 
)  made 
1  their 
infinite 
he  be* 


On  Jusiificaiion*       49 

came  sin  fer  his  chosen.  In  ex- 
change he  imputes  his  owft 
righteousne.^^  to  them.*  andhj 
him  all  that  believe,  are  justi- 
iled  from  all  things,  from  which 
they  eonld  not  be  justifietl  by 
the  law  of  Moses,  Acts,  xiii, 
S9.    Agreeable  to  this  it  is  said 


*It  has  been  said  bv  fiomc,  that 
Christ  has  no  righteousness  to  im* 
part,  iience  to  such  pei^ple  impu- 
ted righteousness  is  iniputec^  non* 
sense.  Of  such  men  4  ,^«^jc  sijv,  ii« 
Paul  s^  of  the  caiWl*  Jews,  vaz.; 
I  hear  them  recorci,.'^  that  they  have 
a  zeal  of  God  but  not  according  to 
knowledge.  For  they  being  igno- 
rant of  God's,  righteousness,  and 
going  about  to  estajblish  their  own 
righteousness,  bav.e  [oot  submitted: 
themselves  unto  thb'„'ri^bteoystifijj 
of  God,  Rom.  x,  2,  3. '  ^       l^     * 
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in  another  place  :  For  he  (Um 
divine  Father)  hath  made  him 
(the  Son)  to  be  sin  for  us,  (the 
IJhurch)  that  we  might  be  mado 
the  righteousness  of  Ood  in 
him,  2.  Cor.  v*  21.  What  an 
astonishing  exchange  is  this, 
for  sinners  doomed  to  die,  for 
their  rebellion  against  their 
sovereign  ;  to  have  their  sins 
imputed  to  his  son;  and  his 
son's  righteousness  to  be  impu- 
te tojh'^^in. ;  where  by  they  are 
pafdonedV  ami  justified^  and 
this  is  the  more  astonishing  as 
it  is  all  the  effect  of  sovereign 
grace  against  which  creatures 
are  naturally  iycensed. 

The  propU^t  isaiah  on  real- 


PS 
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lion,  liroke  out  in  the  following 
rapturous  expressions :    I  will 
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greatly  rejoice  in  the  Lord, 
my  ftonl  shall  he  joyful  in  my 
God,  for  he  hath  clothed  mo 
with  the  garments  of  salvation, 
he  hath  eovered  me  with  the 
robe  of  righteousness,  Isaiah, 
Ixiii,  10.  in  these  words  tho 
prophet  represents  the  right- 
eousness wherewith  ho  was 
clothed  as  a  garment  of  the 
first  quality ;  by  calling  it  » 
robe;  such  as  princes  usually 
wear  on  important  occasions* 
And  hence  it  is  the  most  pri>p* 
er  metaphor  in  the  world  tn 
represent  the  im|Hited  right- 
eousness of  Christ,  wherewifli 
the  children  of  the  beaveulie 
King  are  clothed  j  and  in  which 
they  will  stand  justified,  iii 
time  and  in  eternity.  Again, 
this  robe  of  CUrist^srlglUeoti^- 


5-1        Oil  ^ustjJieaUon. 

ness  Is  a  wedding  dress.  Tb« 
brkle,  <he  Lamb's  wife*  rcceif  es 
it  en  the  day  of  her  espousals, 
and  it  wiH  make  her  appear 
exceedingly  beautiful  oh  her 
wedding  day,  when  the  bride- 
groom will  take  her  home,  and 
present  her  to  his  Faiher  :  Be- 
hold I  and  the  children  which 
God  hath  given  me.  Heb.  ii, 
13.  He  will  then  say  to  his 
spouse  (the  Church)  Come  ye 
blessed  of  my  Father,  inherit 
the  kingdom  pi-eparcd  for  you 
from  the  foundation  of  the 
weild,  Matt,  xxv,  3*.  After 
which  they  will  ever  be  with 
the  Lord,  1.  Thess,  iv,  17. 

This  robe  of  Christ's  rlght- 
eousaess  is  not  only  the  justify- 
ing righleousiiCss  of  tiie  saints 
la  this  world>  but  the  saints  in 
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elorynre  Exalted  f ft  It.    This 
13  whit  the  Psalmist  had  in 
\iew  If  hen  he  said  :  Blessed  is 
the  people  that  know  the  joy- 
ful souni  :  They  shall  walk,  O 
Loid,  in  the  light  of  thy  conn- 
tenanoe.    In   uiy    name  shall 
they  rejoice  all   the  day;  and 
in  thy  righteousness  shall  they 
be  exalted,  Ps.  Ixxxix,  15, 16- 
The  saints  in  glory  are  fre- 
quently represented  as  wearing 
white  raiment  or  white  rol)es« 
John  had  frequent  discoveries 
of  them  in  this  heavenly  dress. 

'<  How  far  the  heavenly  robe  ex- 
ceeds, 
«*  What  earthly  Princes  wear! 
"These  ornaments  how  bright  they 

<*  How  white  the  garments  arc. 
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**Thc  spirit  wrought   tny  fitith  anl| 
love, 

*f  And  hope  and  every  grace  ; 
"  And  Jesus  spent  his  lile  lo  work 

"  The  robe  of  righteousness/* 

Before  T  losvve  this  innpor 
taut  subject,  1  will  just  noticd 
a  seeming  difRculty  in  it,  on 
account  of  its  having  licen  sug- 
f^e^ied  by  the  Apostle  PautJ 
that  it  is  <^od  that  justifieth  ; 
fliat  tiie  righteousness  of  Christ 
is  imputed  iu  the  act  of  justift- 
eation,  and  that  the  Church  ii\ 
justified  by  faith.*  This  diffi- 
culty iu  the  doctrine  of  justifi- 
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*Failh  is  very  useful  in  the  work' 
of  justification,  for  as  an  eye  it  be-j 
holds  the  righteousness  ot    Christ 
und  as  an  huud  it  iDceivi^s  it. 
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eatlon  is  at  once  removed,  if 
we  realize  that  God  is  the  effi- 
cient cause  J  that  the  righteous- 
ness of  Christ  is  the  procuring 
(^anse  ;  and  that  faith  is  the 
instrumental  oause. 

This  ftineied  difficulty  has 
empMyed  the  pen  of  the  learn<  d 
at  diiferent  times,  for  centuries 
past  ;    and  perhaps  the  minis- 
ters of  Christ  will  n^t  be  fully 
agreed    on  the  subject,     until 
tiiat    great    reformation    shall 
take  place,  when  the  earth  shall 
l,e  filled  with  the  knowledge  of 
tlie  glory  of  the  Lord  as  the 
[waters  cover  the  seas,  H  ih.  ii, 
4.  Then  Zion*8  watchmen  shall 
sec  eye  to  eyci  laa.  Hi,  8* 


CHAPTER  VIJ. 


ON  THE  PERSE  VERANC 

OF  THE  SAINTS. 

By  the  perseverance  of  the 
saints^  I  mean  ibat  Gch1'»  cfaosf 
en  people  will  continue  in  tliJit 
state  of  grace  and  boliness  into 
which   they  are  called  by  the 
Spirit  of  God,    until  they  are 
received  to  Glory.    This  doe- 
trine  is  evidently  coatained  in 
Ihe  sacred  Volurae,  a  few  pas- 
sages of  which  I  will  now  tran- 
scribe, viz  :  Whom  be  did  pre^ 
destinate,  them  be  also  called ; 
•and  wbc>m  he  called,  them  be 
also  justified  ;     and  whom  be 
Justified,  them  he  also  glorified, 
Kom*  viii,  30.    The  righteous 
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shall  hold  ott  his  way ;  and  ht 
thut  hath  clean  hands  shall 
gi'ow  stronger  und  stronger, 
Job,  :xTiii,  9.  The  steps  of  a 
goed  man  are  ordered  hy  the. 
JLoihI,  who  delightedi  in  his 
way.  Thoogh  he  fall,  he  shall 
not  be  ntteity  cast  down  ;  lot 
tlie  Lord  i:vho!d8lh  him  with 
his  hand,  P^.  xxxvii,  23,  24, 
I  (Paul)  am  not  asliamed  of 
the  Gospel  of  Christ,  for  it  is 
ilie  power  of  God  unto  salva* 
tioa,  to  every  one  that  believ- 
eth,  Rom,  i,  16.  Who  (tb» 
elec^X  ^^'^  \«^^i  by  the  po^ei*  of 
God  ihrou|;h  faith  unto  sal ra-^ 
tion^l  Pettier,  i»  5,  I  (Christ) 
give  unto  them  (the  «heep)  e- 
t^riial  life,  atidihoy  shall  neveir 
pwi^hj  iH^ftlier  shall  any  pluek 
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them  out  of  my  liand,")^  John, 
X,  28.  Dr.  (iiJt  says  that,  tho 
doctrine  of  the  saints'  pt^rsevev 
ranco  is  written  as  with  a  sun-j 
heam  in  the  saered  wi*i)ings  jj 
to  give  tlie  whole  compass  or 
proof  of  it,  wouh!  be  to  trans- 
crihe  a  great  pai  t  of  (he  Bihh% 
See  his  Body  of  Divinity,  abd. 
page  392. 

— '-  —    I    ■  I      II  I r-—^ 

*This  passage  is  objected  against, 
as  being  no  proof  in  favor  of  the 
perseverance  of  the  saints.  The 
objections  against  it  are:  first, none 
are  any  hjnger  the  sheep  of  Christy 
than  they  are  obedient.  .  Secondly, 
Christ  can  plgck  theai  out  of  h'js 
hand  when  he  pleases.  To  the 
fiirmer  I  »hall  only  say,  that  I 
never  knew  that  sheep  ever  trans- 
forait^d  themselves  nito  goats,  or 
ai:;y!lthcr  cr^alureb :  althuuiih  bome 
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The  doctrine  of  die  perspve- 
•ance  of  the  saints,  Mamis  so 
^^onspieuous  in  the  word  of  Gody 
Ihat  I  sometimes  inconsiderate- 
ly wonder  why  those  hiind  pha- 
•isecs  who    <*  eoinpass  sea  and 

[find,     to  make  prostlytes,'* 

ihouid  presume    to  preaoh   so 


f tbfm  grow  ugly  and  unruly.  And 
llso,  to  the  later  I  am  bold  m  re- 
leating  the  words  of  Christ. —  I  hej 
jball    never    perish.       To    prevent 

'hich,  be  holds  them  in  his  hand, 
h  the  next  verse  Christ  says :   My 

ather  which  gave  them  me,  is 
[reater  than  all,  and  none  is  able 
pluck  them  out  of  my  Father's 
land.  S<ir«ly  then,  they  are  i« 
(ood  &  sate  hands.  Therefore  if  the 
mrds  alluded ,to,  are  not  a  positive 
fOi  Oi  to6  sajtits  perseverance^ 
lothi 


ible 
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inueli  against  it.  But  upi 
more  mature  deliberation 
the  subject,  I  am  a  ware  tbj 
tl  cy  realize  that  if  they  auj 
niJwledge  this  doctrine  to  ' 
<rue,  they  must  also  ackno^ 
ledge  the  doctrine  of  election 
be  true,  as  it  is  insep»rar 
connected  with  it  :  and  thi 
hearts  being  so  violently  oppi 
ed  to  God  as  an  imlependi 
iover^^igri,  that  they  had  rath| 
Christians  should  fall  fri 
grace,  and  go  t<i  eternal  dii 
pair,  thnn  to  acknowledge 
doctrine  of  clec^tion*     Th 
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♦The  definition  af   the  word 
pelf  iSf  good  n^ws,  gUd  tidings, 
Ifence^  this  n&^-fanglad  doctrin 
foJUqg  frow  g^e,  i$  no  part  of 
jpi^ptei  ;    <i3   the   iijfbrixiaticin    t 
iniil  CiiristiaxiiS  sometinaes  fall  fo 
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who  are  enetnies  to  the  Aposr 
tle'g  doetrine,     by   false  i?oni. 
jineiits  and  wrong  appliuatioag 
of  scripture,   have  made  their 
sophistry  appear  so  plausihie, 
that   nothing   but   the  s{)€cial 
kraee  of  God  wilJ  prevent  them 
pom  deceiving  •«the  very  eleeW 
iTheir  objections   against   the 
loctrioe  of  the  Perseverance  of 
[he   Saints,    are  very  many : 
Vet  these  have  mostly  been  aji- 
iwered  again,  and  again  by  l)r» 
[xill,  and  other  ortboilox  wri- 
ters to  which  I  refer  the  read- 
er, as  a  quotation  of  their  an- 

— — I— >— ^ — ■ —  - 

State  ef  grace  and  favor  with  God, 

^to  a  state  of  $)n  and  reqaedikss 

roe,  is  neither  good  news  nor  glad 

Ijdings^  nor  any  thing  else  tbiii  !§ 

Agreeable.         *"  *"  "  ^ 


02     On  the  Terstoernnce 


nwers  would  swell  tliis  work 
too  iniieli.  There  is,  howeveri 
«ine  objection  to  this  cioetHne 
lor  whieh  I  so  earnesily  eon- 
t«nd  ;  of  which  I  have  no  re* 
folleetion  of  its  havino;  heen 
inoticed  by  any  writer.  I  will 
fherefojre  attend  to  it  in  this 
place.  The  objection  is,  ^<  th« 
fallen  Angels  fell  from  grace.^' 
This  is  such  a  pitiful  objectio 
us  scarcely  deserves  an  answer. 
However,  as  it  is  calculated  to 
deceive  the  simple,  1  will  ven^ 
tuTO  to  say,  that  gospel  grace, 
signifies  free  and  undeserved 
favop  bestowed  on  sinful  crea- 
tures. Consequently  the  fallen 
Angels  never  fell  from  it,  as 
they  were  perfectly  holy  until 
their  falL  The  saoia  may  be 
%^  of  Adam's  falU 


ef  <%  Saints.  6f 


work 
cveri 

con- 

10  re* 
been 
will 

I  this 

aee.'* 

^etion 

swer. 

ted  t« 

I  ven^ 

;race, 

ei'vedl 

crea-i 

rallenj 

if    Hi 

until  I 
aY  be! 


That  the  saints  will  pei^ie* 
viTe  in  a  slate  of  graee  to  glory^ 
h  eviden^l^om  the  immutabili- 
ty of  God.     For  weie  any  o 
his  ehosen  people  to  fall  from 
that  state  of  gnioeaud  holiness 
into  which  they  are  called  by 
(he  Spirit  of  God^— the  whole 
economy  of  grate  must  befius* 
trated;    and  Go#  would  cea^ 
to  be  the  eternal  God,l  which 
never  can  be-     Besides^  evepy^ 
real  Chri^itian  has  the  spirit  of 
perseverance  in  his  own  breast. 
To  such  a  man  sin  is  a  burthen^ 
the  service  of  God  is  his  de- 
light, and  Heaven  is  his  home. 
He  humbly  aeknoH'ledges  with 
the  Psalmist:     God  is  all  my 
salvation..    This  sentiment  he 

ill    Carr'V     intn    Tlp»at;«kn      n/^ii. 

iiiiii,    ^  here  he  will  join  the 
saints  in  glory,    in  bowing  a- 


&%  Ont,he  V&vsrceraHeey  &e, 
round  (lie  Throne  ot  God 


where  they  will  say 


Salva- 


m^on  to  our 


God  wtiich  sittet&j 


upon 


the  Throne,  and  unto  the^ 


»» 


^, 


Ani  DOW,   as  lam  about  tsf 
^o|C  ills  Iittl«  production,    IP 
tiumhJj    request    Uie   ^9*    , 
leader    lb    «i>inpape  ^^'^vj 
),rritte.|yithtJ.e^ordof^ 
«nd  to  fidge  of  it  accordingly 
%  niso  oaU  <>n  every  chiW  o 
flod,  tj  wbtider;  admire,  ft 
<^i9m  <tf0»tuW5nduoo9  grace 
«»T  Creator  (5od;  and  t0  rea 
He  with  tlie  Poet,  that 
"  A  few  ro«)re  rolling  year«  at  moft, 
"Will  land  us  safft  on  Canaan »j 

"  coast ;  *  , 

There. *»fc  sliiU  stng  tlii  sotig 


li 


0rea 


4i 


grace, 


<t' 


Andwepvnr 


gbrtotts  hiding  pla?6' 


SXII< 


|l^' 
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U.«-_: 


t  m6c'tt| 
sotig 


v# 


pla^ft' 


